CAREER RESEARCH — RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS

General

"23 of the Best Jobs for History Majors." February 9, 2017.
https://www.selloutyoursoul.com/2017/02/09/best-jobs-history-majors/.

American Historical Association, "Careers for Students of History: Introduction."”
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-
history/careers-for-students-of-history-introduction

American Historical Association, "Data on the History Profession." https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-
professional-development/career-resources/data-on-the-history-profession.

American Historical Association, "Resources for Further Exploration." https://www.historians.org/jobs-
and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-history/resources-for-further-

exploration,

American Historical Association: “Where Historians Work: An Interactive Database of History Ph.D.
Career Outcomes,” 2019. https://www.historians.org/wherehistorianswork

James Grossman, “Everything has a History.” AHA Perspectives, December 2015.
https://www .historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/december-
2015/everything-has-a-history

Alexander C. Kafka, “Why Storytelling Matters in Fields Beyond the Humanities.” The Chronicle of
Higher Education, October 2018. https://www.chronicle.com/article/ Why-Storytelling-Matters-in/244729

Aaron Marrs, The Transition from Graduate Student to Professional: Introduction.
http://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/december-2008/making-
the-transition-to-a-professional-career

Dawn Rosenberg McKay, "Top 10 Jobs for History Majors: What to Do With a Degree in History Share."
2019. https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-to-do-with-a-degree-in-history-525624.

Thomas Short, "The Best Ways to Use a History Degree: Tools, Tips and Resources for College History
Majors." https://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/using-history-degree/.

Paul B. Sturtevant, "What Can You Do With That History Degree?". https://www.historians.org/teaching-
and-learning/why-study-history/careers-for-history-majors/what-can-you-do-with-that-history-degree

Paul B. Sturtevant, "History is Not a Useless Major: Fighting Myths with Data.”
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/april-2017/history-is-not-
a-useless-major-fighting-myths-with-data.

Government — Federal, State, County, and Local

American Historical Association, "Historians in Federal, State, and Local History."

https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-
history/historians-in-federal-state-and-local-history.
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David Armitage, Why politicians need historians,” The Guardian, October 7, 2014.
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/oct/07/why-politicians-need-historians

Marian J. Barber, Reinvigorating FRUS: The Historian’s Office at the State Department and the Foreign
Relations Series. http://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/march-
2014/reinvigorating-frus

Daniel Bessner, “The Academy Is Unstable and Degrading. Historians Should Take Over the
Government, Instead.” The Chronicle of Higher Education February 2019.

https://www.chronicle.com/article/The-Academy-Is-Unstable-and/245778

Katherine E. Bliss, “Why I Left a Tenured Job for a Career in Policy.” The Chronicle of Higher
Education, September 2018. https://www.chronicle.com/article/Why-I-Left-a-Tenured-Job-for-a/244486

What I Do: Lincoln Bramwell [A historian in the U.S. Forest Service]

http://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-diversity-for-historians/what-i-do-
historians-talk-about-their-work/lincoln-bramwell

John A. Lawrence, A Historian on the Hill http://www.historians.org/publications-and-
directories/perspectives-on-history/september-2013/a-historian-on-the-hill

What I Do: LuAnn Jones (Park Service History) http://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-
development/career-diversity-for-historians/what-i-do-historians-talk-about-their-work/luann-jones

Heather A. Huyck, Making History on the Hill: From Being a Fellow to Bequeathing a Fellowship

http://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/december-2008/making-
history-on-the-hill

Teaching

American Historical Association, "Historians in Classrooms: Schools, Colleges, and Universities."
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-
history/historians-in-classrooms-schools-colleges-and-universities.

Lauren Apter Bairnsfather, What I Learned at AHA 2014: A Mentor’s Perspective (on academic
administration)_http://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/may-
2014/what-i1-learned-at-aha-2014

Lawrence Baron, Rethinking the M. A. Degree: The Community College Case.
http://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/september-
2008/rethinking-the-history-ma-degree-the-community-college-case

Editing and Publishing
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"Historians in Editing and Publishing." American Historical Association. https://www.historians.org/jobs-
and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-history/historians-in-editing-and-

publishing.

Elizabeth Covart, Writer, Consultant, and Podcaster _https://www.lizcovart.com/

The Association for Documentary Editing

http://www.documentaryediting.org/wordpress/?tag=r-darrell-meadows

Public History

American Historical Association, "Careers in Public History." https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-
professional-development/career-resources/careers-in-public-history.

American Historical Association, "Historians in Historic Preservation." https://www.historians.org/jobs-
and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-history/historians-in-historic-

preservation.

Sadie Bergen, “History from Below: Turning Divers into Underwater Archaeological Advocates,”
Perspectives December 2018. https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-
history/december-2015/history-from-below-turning-divers-into-underwater-archaeological-advocates

Anthony T. Grafton, Historians at Work III: Public History http://www.historians.org/publications-and-
directories/perspectives-on-history/december-201 1 /historians-at-work-iii-public-history

Philipp Scarpino and Daniel Vivian, “What do Public History Employers Want? Report of the Joint
AASLH-AHA-NCPH-OAH Task Force on Public History Education and Employment.” National
Council on Public History, February 2019. https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/What-do-Public-
History-Employers-Want-A-Report-of-the-Joint-Task-Force-on-Public-History-Education-and-
Employment.pdf

Melissa Jane Taylor, From Graduate School to Public History http://www.historians.org/publications-
and-directories/perspectives-on-history/december-2008/making-the-transition-to-a-professional-
career/from-graduate-school-to-public-history

Daniel Vivian, The MA and a Career in Historic Preservation_http://www.historians.org/publications-and-
directories/perspectives-on-history/april-2007/what-is-the-meaning-of-the-masters-degree-a-
roundtable/the-ma-and-a-career-in-historic-preservation

Helen Rees Leahy et al. (eds.), The International Handbooks of Museum Studies. Four Volume Set. (New
York: Wiley Blackwell 2015).

Archives and Libraries

American Historical Association, "Historians in Archives." https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-
professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-history/historians-in-archives.
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Society of American Archivists, "So you Want to be an Archivist?"
https://www2.archivists.org/careers/beanarchivist.

Business and Industry

American Historical Association, "Historians as Consultants and Contractors."
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-
history/historians-as-consultants-and-contractors.

Marcia Chatelain, “American Historian, Meet American Girl.” AHA Perspectives, December 2015.
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/december-
2015/american-historian-meet-american-girl

James Cortada, “The case for applied history in the world of business: a call for action to
historians.” Historian, Summer 2000 62(4), pp.835-847. Available via JSTOR.

Camille Henderson, Studying Change to Affect Change: A History PhD in Human Resources

http://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/october-2013/studying-
change-to-affect-change

Chris McNickle, A Historian in the World of Investments: How Historical Thinking Resonates in
Business_http://www historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/march-2014/a-
historian-in-the-world-of-investments

Joshua Wolff, A New Course: Converting a Passion for History into a Private Sector Career
http://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/january-2014/a-new-
course-converting-a-passion-for-history-into-a-private-sector-career



https://www2.archivists.org/careers/beanarchivist
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-history/historians-as-consultants-and-contractors
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-students-of-history/historians-as-consultants-and-contractors

